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Everything you need to know to book travel or to
lead a group to this spectacular dive destination.




Sunset on Grand Bahamas’ famed Lucayan Beach.

The Bahamas
at a Glance.

By Ellen Sarbone

Lying close to the United States’
Florida coast, the Bahamas is both
an action-packed destination and
an out-of-the-way tropical para-
dise. It’s also casinos, duty-free
shopping, sleepy little islands and
glorious, pristine reefs. The many
enchanting islands in this chain
offer a myriad of choices for you
and your dive group, both above
and below the water.
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he Bahamas is an indepen-

dent nation of about 700
islands (30 are inhabited)
with 2500 islets called “‘cays.” The cays
are strung out over 750 miles/1205 kilo-
metres, and are only 50 miles/80 kilo-
metres from Florida at the closest point.

With the world’s third largest barri-
er reef, Bahamas diving can include
beautiful, healthy reefs teeming with
tropical fish, steep drop-offs, drift dives
along the edge of the Continental
Shelf, wrecks, blue holes, caverns, and
specialty dives with dolphins and
sharks. Itis possible to see large pelag-
ics like hammerheads, giant turtles,
and whale sharks.

The two best-known islands, New
Providence (Nassau) and Grand
Bahama (Freeport), boast large
hotels, casinos and shopping centers,
plus restaurants and entertainment
for every taste. The other islands,
“"The Out Islands’’ or “The Family
Islands,’ are quieter, more remote,
less populated, have quaint towns
and miles of deserted beaches.

Going roughly from north to south,
divers will be interested in the Abacos
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— Walker’s Cay, Green Turtle Cay ard
Marsh Harbour, Grand Bahama, Bim(-
ni and the Berry Islands, Andros,
Eleuthera/Harbour Island, New Prov¢ -
dence, Cat Island, San Salvador, ExtL-
ma and Long Island.

The dazzling waters in the Baha-
mas are usually clear, with ever-
changing colors from cobalt blue to
pale green. The average visibility is
excellent (60-100 feet/20-30 metres
in winter, 50-70 feet/15-20 metres in
summer). Average winter water ten
perature is 73-75 degrees Fahren-
heit/23-24 degrees Celsius, so a 3
mm (1/8 inch) wet suit is recom-
mended. The water temperature is
85 degrees Fahrenheit/30 degrees
Celsius in summer and a skin suit
should be sufficient. A jacket is ha nd
when the air is chilly (60-80 degree
Fahrenheit/16-27 degrees Celsius from
September to May). Summer air tem-
perature is around 90 degrees Fahren
heit/32 degrees Celsius.

There are now three hyperbaric
facilities on the islands. UNEXSO ope ¥
ates one on Grand Bahama. The sec.
ond is at Club Med Columbus Isle on
San Salvador. The third is operated by
the U.S. Navy on Andros.
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